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WORDS & PHOTOGRAPHS LEE MYLNE

GETTING A FOOT IN THE DOOR OF THESE
HISTORIC HOTELS GAVE LEE MYLNE A TASTE
FOR THE ELEGANCE AND CHARM OF BEAUTIFUL,
TRADITIONAL HOTELS AND THE EXPERIENCE OF
TIME TRAVEL.

A

s a schoolboy, Franz-Xaver
Leonhardt wrote an essay
expressing a wish to one day
own a hotel by the sea.
Today, he has virtually achieved his
dream, as the proud co-owner and general
manager of Switzerland’s Hotel Krafft, on
the banks of the Rhine River in Basel.
“I used to jog along the promenade
here and dream about owning a place like
this,” he says, with a wave of his hand
out the window of the hotel, which is just
steps from the riverfront.
Hotel Krafft is one of 50 hotels in the
Swiss Historic Hotels group, which was
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formed in 2004 with eight properties.
As we ‘time travel’ for a few days in
some of Switzerland’s loveliest old hotels
it soon becomes clear that Swiss Historic
Hotels director Barbara Zaugg is right
when she says: “What is special about our
hotels is that they all have stories to tell.”
Since 1873, Hotel Krafft guests
have been able to choose from rooms
overlooking the Rhine or the city streets.
The 48 rooms include the Hermann Hesse
suite, the room in which Hesse is said
to have written Steppenwolf in 1927.
Locations for the 1974 film based on his
novel, which was made in Basel, included

the river promenade outside the hotel.
In Solothurn, Hotel Baseltor has
15 rooms in three ‘houses’. Eight are in
the main hotel on the cobblestone of the
rooms street across from the cathedral,
four above the travel agency next door,
and another three cunningly created in the
impressive stone archway which marks
the entry to the old city.
The city walls were built in 1230,
making the 16th century house –
which now includes a chic restaurant
overlooking the street, as well as the hotel
rooms – almost modern. One of the things
I liked most about this location was the
fact that traffic is banned from the old city
every afternoon and evening, and all day
on Sundays.
We take a launch ride across Lake Biel
to St Peter’s Island to stay at Klosterhotel
St Petersinsel, On an afternoon stroll, I
find hotel general manager Peter Sperner
taking a quick dip in the bracing waters of
the lake!

Hotel Baseltor.

View from Hotel Victoria.

A former monastery, this hotel opened
its first guest rooms in 1530 but major
renovations over the years – most recently
in 2009 – have given it all modern
conveniences, and it was named Historic
Hotel of the Year in 2010.
From the shores of Lake Geneva, at
Montreux, we next take a funicular and
then a five minute walk to the Hotel
Victoria, which sits at 700m in the village
of Glion, with sweeping views of lake and
mountains. Since it opened in 1860, the
58 room hotel has had only five owners;
the latest, Toni Mittermair, is the son of
an innkeeper. Toni trained as a chef and
has been a director of the hotel for 40
years and its owner for the past 20.
“Some guests have been coming here
for 40 years, since they were children,”
he tells us as we dine on the vine-shaded
verandah overlooking the manicured
gardens. “In the summer, some stay for
one or two weeks.”
The hotel’s popularity has been

Grandhotel Giessbach.

Traffic is banned
from the old city
every afternoon and
evening, and all day
on Sundays.

constant since the English poet Lord
Byron stayed in Glion around 1816
and extolled its charms. Mittermair has
created wonderfully ornate interiors for
the hotel, with an eclectic collection of
more than 500 objet d’art and every room
individually decorated.
Our last night in Switzerland is spent
in the majestic turreted Grandhotel
Giessbach, perched high in the forest
above Lake Brienz. We’ve arrived by
boat, joining day-cruise passengers on
a steamboat trip from Brienz and then
boarded a 125-year-old funicular to the
hotel.
The 70-room hotel is set in 22ha of
parkland and is surrounded by
14 waterfalls. The falls have been a major
attraction since the late 1700s, but the
hotel’s opening in 1857 allowed greater
access and overnight stays.
Overlooking the gleaming lake, the
hotel provides a fitting grand finale to our
‘time travel’. •

TRAVEL FACTS
r Getting there

Swiss International Air Lines.
Visit: [@] www.swiss.com

e Stay at

Swiss Historic Hotels has 50
properties around Switzerland.
Visit: [@] www.swiss-historichotels.com. For more
information on Hotel Victoria, [@]
www.hotelvictoriaglion.com

0 Getting around

The Swiss Pass is an all-inone-ticket for visitors to travel
the length and breadth of
Switzerland by train, bus and
boat, including scenic train
routes and public transport in
75 Swiss cities. It also offers
half-price travel on most
mountain railways and free
admission to more than 470
museums. Purchase for 4, 8, 15
or 22 consecutive days or one
calendar month.
[@] www.myswitzerland.com/
rail

7 Visit

[@] www.MySwitzerland.com
[@] www.swissworld.org
[@] www.swissinfo.ch
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